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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



The City of Prince Rupert’s previous Parks and Open Space Study 
was completed in 1985. Since that time, the city has experienced 
major changes in population, leisure and active transportation 
���¨�U�Ê���û���J �¨�û�Æ �Ê�À���û���ú�å�À ���â�å�Ü�&���J �å�û�À�õ�+�Æ�å�û�Ý �¨ �Ý�����?�å�û�Ý �&���+���å���ú 
�å�û�Æ�+���&���E�I �}�â�å�� �o�¨���ó�� �¨�û�Æ �X�+�&�Æ������ �r�Ê�À���Ê�¨�&�å���û �o�õ�¨�û �b�o�X�r�o�c�J  
Rupert Plays, is intended to strategically guide decisions related 
to municipal parks and outdoor recreation for the next 10 years. 

It includes direction for managing parks, open spaces, trails, 
�¨�û�Æ ���¨���ó �¨�ú�Ê�û�å�&�å�Ê�� �å�û �¨ �À�����&�h�Ê�Q�Ê�À�&�å�>�Ê �ú�¨�û�û�Ê�� �À���û���å���&�Ê�û�& �?�å�&�â 
leading industry practices. It will go hand-in-hand with the new 
Transportation Plan – Connect Rupert. 

This plan is guided by a robust community engagement process 
that has included a community survey, workshops, pop-ups, and 
interviews. There were two phases of community engagement with 
over 568 touch points. 

VISION  

GOALS

�}�â�Ê �+�û�å���+�Ê�J �ú�¨���å�&�å�ú�Ê �������& �À�å�&�E ���Ü �o���å�û�À�Ê �r�+���Ê���& �������>�å�Æ�Ê�� �å�û�À�õ�+���å�>�Ê�J �¨�Q�����Æ�¨�¿�õ�Ê�J �¨�û�Æ ���Ê���å�õ�å�Ê�û�& ���¨���ó���J 
trails, and recreation amenities that enhance community wellbeing and inspire a healthy and active 
lifestyle. 

Provide access 
to parks and 
recreation for all

Improve 
connectivity

Protect and enhance 
the unique aspects 
of Prince Rupert

Protect and 
enhance the 
environment

Provide well-
designed facilities 
and amenities

Nurture a sense 
of community 
and belonging

�r�Ê�T�Ê�À�& �S�û�¨�û�À�å�¨�õ 
considerations 
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KEY STRATEGIES AND PLAN ORGANIZATION

Based on community input, the following are the plan’s key strategies and the corresponding plan sections:

1.	 Provide more access 
to and along the 
waterfront		
Waterfront

2.	 Upgrade parks and 
add more parks for 
population growth 
Parks

3.	 Replace aging 
play equipment 
and add more 
amenities to parks	  
Outdoor Amenities

4. 	 Improve trails and 
add more trail 
connections 
Trails

5.	 Implement the 
recommendations as 
resources allow	
Implementation Plan

The draft vision, objectives, and actions were presented to 
residents in a community survey for input on their priorities. 
Those were used to prepare an implementation plan that 
includes the priority, phase, method of implementation, and 
order-of-magnitude cost for the recommendations, along with 
implementation strategies and next steps. 
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IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES
Each key recommendation includes the following information:

TIMEFRAME

Ongoing
Tasks that are implemented over 
time as needed 

Quick Wins
Investments that can reasonably 
be made within one to two years

Short-Term 
Improvements

Investments that can reasonably 
�¿�Ê �ú�¨�Æ�Ê �?�å�&�â�å�û �&�â���Ê�Ê �&�� �S�>�Ê �E�Ê�¨���� 

Medium-Term 
Improvements

Investments intended for six 
to 10 years

Long-Term 
Improvements

Investments that are intended for 
over 10 years and are likely beyond 
the life of the PORP 

METHOD OF IMPLEMENTATION

Each key recommendation can be implemented in a range of ways, 
including: as a capital project, through ongoing operations and 
maintenance, as a policy or programming initiative, or through 
some combination of the above. The PORP will be implemented 
in phases based on community needs, the pace of development, 
funding opportunities, and Council’s priorities as all of these evolve 
over time (Appendix G). 

The PORP is a guiding document for the provision of facilities 
and services; it does not commit the City to any project nor limit 
�Ü�+�&�+���Ê �����������&�+�û�å�&�å�Ê���I �r�Ê�À���ú�ú�Ê�û�Æ�¨�&�å���û�� �?�å�õ�õ �û�Ê�Ê�Æ �&�� �¿�Ê �À���û�S���ú�Ê�Æ 
and implemented through capital funding, grants, development 
�À���û�&���å�¿�+�&�å���û���J �¨�û�Æ �Ê�Q�Ê�À�&�å�>�Ê ���¨���&�û�Ê�����â�å���� ���û �¨�û ���û�Ý���å�û�Ý �¿�¨���å���I 
The most important guidance is provided by the vision, goals, and 
objectives, which should be used to guide future decisions. 

Moving forward, Rupert Plays will guide the City’s decision-making 
towards improving the quality of life in Prince Rupert by supporting 
healthy lifestyles and improved experiences of the outdoor 
environment.
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WATERFRONT

W1	 Develop Harbour Landing Park as a vibrant waterfront park 
integrated with the airport ferry terminal.

	   Long-Term  .  Planning and Capital

W2	 Work with First Nations to develop a waterfront park with boat 
launch and appropriate commemorative infrastructure at 
Miller Bay.

	   Ongoing  .  Planning and Capital

W3	 Provide new boat launches and infrastructure for non-
motorized watercraft.

	   Ongoing  .  Planning and Capital 

W4	 Through new development projects, provide more access 
to and along the waterfront, including vibrant public 
spaces and uses.

	   Ongoing  .  Planning and Capital

W5	 Collaborate with others to increase opportunities for 
waterfront use.

	   Ongoing  .  Operations and Programming

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following are the key recommendations outlined in this plan. 
Appendix G includes additional detail on the capital projects and 
actions within the recommendations.

PARKS

P1	 Implement rewilding ( see page 12�c �å�û ���¨���ó�� �¨�û�Æ ���&�â�Ê�� 
maintained green spaces to increase nature within the city 
and to reduce mowing costs.

	   Ongoing  .  Planning, Operations, and Programming

P2 	 Establish new parks in existing developed areas to address 
existing gaps.

	  +   Medium- and Long-Term  .  Planning and Capital

P3 	 Acquire parks in new development areas per Map 5. 
(This will mostly occur beyond the time frame of this 
plan through negotiations with developers, but any 
opportunities to acquire parkland in the interim, especially 
along the waterfront, is ideal.)

	   Long-Term  .  Planning 

P4 	 Improve community parks with paths, gathering 
spaces, trees, seating, universal washrooms, and other 
infrastructure as needed.

	   Ongoing  .  Planning and Capital
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OUTDOOR AMENITIES

OA1 �‡ �‚���Ý���¨�Æ�Ê �Ê�D�å���&�å�û�Ý �¿�¨�õ�õ �Æ�å�¨�ú���û�Æ�� �¨�û�Æ ���������&�� �S�Ê�õ�Æ�� �¿�E 
improving drainage and adding water fountains where water 
connections are available.

	   Ongoing  .  Capital

OA2 	 Provide community gardens in locations with water and 
electrical service where there is neighbourhood interest.

	  +   Quick Win and Medium-Term  .  Planning and Capital

OA3 �‡ �=�ú�������>�Ê �&�â�Ê �Ê�D�å���&�å�û�Ý �Æ���Ý ���Q�h�õ�Ê�¨���â �¨���Ê�¨ �¨�û�Æ �Ê���&�¨�¿�õ�å���â  
another one on the east side of the city.

	  +   Short- and Medium-Term  .  Planning and Capital

OA4 	 Establish an outdoor performance area with a covered 
structure, suitable power, and space for large gatherings. 

	   Medium-Term  .  Planning and Capital

OA5 	 Upgrade and replace playgrounds based on an asset 
management cycle and neighbourhood needs. 

	   Ongoing  .  Capital

OA6 	 Support the development of a pump track in the 
community.

	   Quick Win  .  Capital

OA7 	 Improve the public running track.

	   Short-Term  .  Capital

OA8 	 Expand the existing skate park and provide another one in 
the future.

	   +   Short- and Medium-Term  .  Planning and Capital

OA9 	 Upgrade the existing sports courts.

	  +   Quick Win and Short-Term  .  Capital

OA10 	 Establish procedures to improve maintenance and 
upgrading of park amenities.

	   Ongoing  .  Planning and Operations
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TRAILS

T1 	 Establish new nature trails per Map 5.

	   Ongoing  .  Capital

T2 	 Improve connections to the multi-use path along the 
waterfront.

	   Ongoing  .  Capital

T3 	 Improve nature trails within the urban area.

	   Ongoing  .  Capital

T4 	 Improve nature trails outside the urban area in 
collaboration with others.

	   Long-Term  .  Capital

T5 	 Establish processes to improve maintenance of trails, 
improved signage, and transportation to trailheads.

	   Ongoing  .  Planning, Operations, and Programming
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